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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this 

application: 

T.istin p of Claims : 

1 (Currently Amended) A vent, which together with one or 
more building apertures, provides a route for gas flow 
through a building surface, the vent comprising: 

a base member having a vent aperture through a 
surface thereof, the base member comprising a generally 
planar mounting flange on at least a portion of a 
perimeter thereof for mounting the base member within a 
building surface pn^ t-.hat vsnt anertura ig ip. flu^fl 

^m^n-i ration w j£h £he one or more bin 1 djnqap ^ urj^ 
wiiej-eiii wlmi Llw bauu rrtemfa«: « mounted wiLliiu * buxlJxng 
tmj.Caui. mguafcAn a flange shared to permit, at least a 

portion of the mounting flange extends fc o extend between 
an internal building surface layer and one o r more 
external building surface layerso_^nd and tshe v eirt: 
dpfcilui.- in fluid eumuuiilLdLluu wlLli the one or more 
b uilding ayeiLuj-eb, and r 

a vent cover which is removably mount able to the 
base member when the base member is mounted within a 
building surface i-he portion of the mpuntjng flange 

extends betwe e n the interna] hnildina surface layer and 
^ P one or more ext e rn building surface layers , the 
vent cover comprising a hood member which, when the vent 
cover is mounted on the base member, projects downwardly 
and outwardly from the base member for conveying moisture 
away from the vent aperture. 

2. (Original) The vent of claim 1 wherein the base member 
comprises an outwardly projecting intermediate base 
flange which is spaced apart from the vent aperture, the 
intermediate base flange comprising a bottom drainage 
flange which projects outwardly and downwardly from 
beneath the vent aperture for conveying moisture on a 
surface thereof, wherein when the base member is mounted 
within a building surface, an outermost edge of the 
bottom drainage flange projects outwardly past the 
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outermost one of the one 
surface layers. 



Page 3 of 19 
or more external building 



(Original) The vent of claim 2 wherein the intermediate 
base flange comprises a pair of outwardly projecting si 
portions which extend upwardly from above the bottom 
drainage flange on either side of the vent aperture. 



(Original) The vent of claim 3 wherein the intermediate 
base flange comprises an outwardly projecting upper 
portion located above the vent aperture and extending 
between the two side portions of the intermediate base 
flange . 



(Currently Amended) The «eui k£ claim 1 h vent, which 
togefcfaeg, with one or more b uilding anftrtures, provides a 
-route for ma flow through a building surface, the vent 
comprising.;. 

a base memb e r- Visvina a vent anerture through a 
H„Tface fhprpnf. the bas e member rnmor isipg a generally 
nlanar mounting flange on at least a portion of -S 
psrimetev tbe-reof for moun tin g t he b ase member Wlthxn a 
building mir-fa.ce. wherein when the base member j,g mounted 
within a building surfac e - at least a portion of the , 
mounting flange e xtends between an internal building 
surface layer and one o r more external building surface 
la yers and the v^nt ap e rture is in fluid communication 
with the one or m ore bui lding a pe rtures? and, 

g_ vent cover which is removably mount able to the 
base member when the base me mber is mounted within a 
building surface- the vent cover ^nmnriaina a hood membe r 
which. when the vent cover is mo u nt- ed on the base member, 
project downwardly and outwardly fyom the ba3e member 
for conveying moisture awav from the vent aperture 

wherein the base member c nmnrises an outwardly projecting 
interne^ «t-.a ba « ^ flan a a which -i ,= anaced apart from the 
vent ararMire . the intermediate base flange comprising a 
bottom drainage flange which proj ects out wardly and , 
downwardly from beneath t he, vent aberture for conveying 
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m^-i a i-„T-e qtj a mirface t b oW . wherein when the base 
mP^r is mounted wit h in a building surface, an outermost; 

of i-he bot fnm drainage flange promts outwardly 
pas^ the, outermost one of the one or more eternal 
hnildino surface layers ,- 

wh P rp1n th e intermediar.e ba s p f 1 ange comprise* a pair of 
Q u£v7ardly. nroiprHm side po-r-tions which extend upwardly 
fr-oTT, above t ^p bottom drainage flange on either aide of 
the ven »- aperture r 

^herein the -intermed iate base flange comprise? an 
„„-„ a ^l Y promoting upper portion located above the vent 
a pprt-nre and extending bet w een the two side portions ot 
the intermediate base f lange: and 

wherein the upper portion of the intermediate base flange 
comprises a transversely extending main section and a 
pair of wells, each well extending downwardly and 
transversely from a corresponding transverse end of the 
main section to meet with a corresponding one of the side 
portions of the intermediate base flange below an 
upwardmost end of the corresponding side portion. 

6. (Original) The vent of claim 2 wherein the intermediate 
base flange comprises an outwardly projecting, 
transversely extending upper portion located above the 
vent aperture. 



(Currently Amended) The mailt u£ ulalm 1 A vent, which 
tggathejE wi th one or more building apertures, provides a 
route for gaB flow t hr oug h a b uilding surface, the vent 
qprnprisincLi. 

* hane memb e r having * vent aperture through a , 
m^faoe th ereof, the base member comprising a ggnexally 
planar Tnnimr.ina flanae o n at least a portion of a 
perimeter thereof for mounti n g t he base member within a 
Kiiildina mirfacB. w herein when the base member ts mounted 
within a building mirfac s . at least a portion of the 
mounting f^nas ext end s bet wee n an internal building 
surface ] *v~r and o ne or more external building surface 
layers *nH the vftnt ape r ture is in fluid communication 
with the one or mo r e b u ild ing aperture?; and, 
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a vent cover which is removably m ountable to the 
base memhPT- when f.he base member iff mounted Within a 
v^-i-M-inc fi urf a ^. the vent cover comprising n hood member 
wh-i<-.h. when the vent cover i « mounted on the base member, 
pr^- jPHtfi downwardly rhH outwa rdly from the base member 
for nnnvevinn moi stur ft awav from the vent aperture; 
,.,*or-,Mr, i-he b a «^ member ^mnriees an outwardly prgj ejC^jnq 
intermediate b a^ flange which is finaced apart from the 
v^r aperture, the i n termediate base flange comprising a 
hott-nm draipaoe flan ge which nroiects nntward^y and 
downwardly from be r ^ath the vent aperture for conveying 
moisture or? » surface there o f - wherein when the base, 
number is mounted w i thin a bud 1 ding surface, an outermos t 
edge of the bQ££QJD dr ainage flange project? outwardly 
r **f the outermost one of the one or more external 
T-milding su rface layers; 

wherein the intermediate b a afi flange comprises a pair of . 
om-wardlv nroi ect incr side po rtions which extend upwardly 
from above the bottom draina g e flange on either side of 
i-no vent aperture,- 

wherein the intermediate base flange comprises an 
outwardly projecting upper portio n located above the vent , 
apprtiirfi and exten d i ncr between the two side portions of 
the intermediate base flang e F and 

wherein, when the vent cover is mounted to the base 
member, an upper surface of the hood member fits under 
the upper portion of the intermediate base flange. 

8. (Original) The vent of claim 4 wherein, when the base 
member ie mounted within a building surface, the one or 
more external building surface layers abut against the 
side portions and the upper portion of the intermediate 
base flange . 

9. (Original) The vent of claim 2 wherein, when the base 
member is mounted within a building surface, the one or 
more external building surface layers abut against an 
undersurface of the bottom drainage flange. 



-5- 
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10 (Currently Amended) She rettfc u£ el aim - y A_ vent , which 

t^^r with onp ot- more building apertures, provides _a 
r ou^ fnr gas flow thro ugh a b u ilding s urface, the vent 
o omp r i & i ng_:_ 

a i^aa member having a vent aperture through a 
q „T»f»™» thereof, the b *sa member comprising a generally 
r lpn^r punting fla n ge on at least a portion of a. 

meter rhPTRof f or mounting the bane member within a 
hinMino surf^e. whe r ein when the base member is mounte d 
within a building su r face, at least a portion of the 
^unHr^ g flanoa exten ds between an internal building 
m r*nn.a laver ^nri one or more external bu i Iding surface 
layerB and the vent aperture is i n fluid communication 
With the one or more build ing apertures; anfl, 

a vent cover which is remo vably mount able to the. 
b*ftg member when the base mem b er i a m ounted within a 
^ndina surface, the vent cover com prising a hood member 
which wn^n the vent cover is mou nted on t he 3?ase member, , 
projects downwardly ami o u twardly from the base member , 
£oj£ mnvevin q moisture away from the vent aperture; 

wfaerejjj ^ h i e haae member comprises a n outwardly projecting 
intermediate base flange w h ich is spaced apart from the 
vent aperture, the intermedi at e base fla nge ggmprising a 
bottom drainage flange wh ich projects outwardly and 
riownw^rdlv from ben e ath the vent aperture for conveying 
moisture on a surface the reof, wherein when the base 
member is mounted within A buildin g surface, an outermost 
edge of the bottom drainage fla nge projec ts outwardly 
past the outermoBt: o ne of the one or more external 
building surface layers;. 

wherein the intermediate base f 1 anae comprises a pair of 
outwardly projecting side portions which extend upwardly 
from above the bottom dr a inage flange on either side of , 
the vent aperture r and 

wherein the bottom drainage flange comprises two side 
edges located on either side of the vent aperture and 
wherein the side portions of the intermediate base flange 
extend upwardly from above the bottom drainage flange at 
locations that are transversely closer to the vent 
aperture than the side edges of the bottom drainage 
flange . 

-6- 
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11. (Original) The vent of claim 10 wherein each side edge of 
the bottom drainage flange comprises a dam which projects 
upwardly from the side edge for preventing moisture 
received on an upper surface of the bottom drainage 
flange from travelling transversely past the side edges 
of the bottom drainage flange. 



12. (Currently Amended) TIiil rent u£ ri^trm 3 A vent, which 

fnq^ ^her with one or more b uilding apertures, provides _a 
youte for gas flow through a buil ding surface, the ven£ 
comprising.:. 

a base member having a vent ap erture through a 
surface thereof . the base member comprising a generally 
planar m o unting flange on at least a portion of 3 
perimeter thereof for m ounting the base member within a 
building surface, wherein when th e base member is mounted 
within a buil ding surface, at least a portion of the 
mounting flange extends between a.n internal building 
gurfacg laver and one or more e xternal building surface 
layers and the vent apertu re is in fluid communication 
with the on e or more building apertures? and, 

a v^nt cover w h ich is removably mount able to the 
base member when the base memb e r is mounted within a 
building surface, the vent nover comprising a hood member 
which, when the vent' cover is mounted o n, the base member, 
projects downwardly and outwardly fro m the base member 
for conveying moisture away fr om the vent aperture; 

wherein the base member comprise s an outwardly projecting 
intermediate base flange w hich is spaced apart from the 
vent a perture, the intermediate base flange comprising a 
bottom drainage fiance which projects outwardly and 
downwardly from beneath the vent aperture for conveying 
moisture on a surface thereof, wherein w hen the base 
member is mounted within a building surface, an outermost; 
edge of the bottom d rainage flange projects outwardly 
past the outermost one o f the one or more external. 
building surfac e layers; 

wherein the intermedia te base flange c om prises a pair of 
outwardly projecting side p ortions which extend upwardly 
from above the bottom drainage fla n ge on either side of 
the vent aperture r 

-7 - 
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the vent: further comprising a pair of dams which project 
upwardly from an upper surface of the bottom drainage 
flange at locations aligned with the side portions of the 
intermediate base flange for preventing moisture received 
on the upper surface of the bottom drainage flange from 
travelling transversely past the side edges of the bottom 
drainage flange . 

13. (Original) The vent of ciaim 1 comprising one or more 
releasable fasteners for removably holding the vent cover 
to the base member, 

14. (Original) The vent of claim 13 wherein at least one of 
the one or more releasable fasteners comprises a snap 
together connection. 

15. - (Original) The vent of claim 2 wherein the vent cover 

comprises an apertured grille which extends inwardly from 
an outer edge of the hood member. 

16. (Original) The vent of claim 15 comprising one or more 
ribs which extend upwardly from and outwardly along an 
upper surface of the bottom drainage flange at spaced 
apart locations, each rib comprising a notch for 
receiving an inward edge of the grille. 

17. (Original) The vent of claim 1 wherein the base member 
comprises an interior base flange, an inner portion of 
which projects inwardly into the one or more building 
apertures . 

18. (Original) The vent of claim 17 wherein the interior base 
flange comprises an outwardly projecting outer portion. 

19. (Original) The vent of claim 17 wherein the interior base 
flange is located on a perimeter of the vent aperture. 

-8- 
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20. (Original) The vent of claim l comprising a damper member 
which is pivotally coupled to the base member. 

21. (Original) The vent of claim 20 wherein the vent aperture 
is sized to prevent the damper member from pivoting 
therethrough. 

22. (Original) The vent of claim 20 wherein the damper member 
is removably coupled to the base member. 

23. (Original) The vent of claim 22 wherein the damper member 
is removably and pivotally coupled to the base member by 
one or more snap-together hinge assemblies. 

24. (Original) The vent of claim 1 comprising a damper member 
which is pivotally coupled to the vent cover. 

25. (Original) The vent of claim 1 wherein the mounting 
flange proj*=>rt-« frnm a transverse side of the vent 
aperture to form a transverse part of the perimeter of 
the base member. 



26. (Currently amended) The vent of claim 1 wherein the 
mounting flange projects from a vertical side of the vent 
aperture to form a vertical part of the perimeter of the 
base member. 

27. (Currently Amended) A vent , which together with one or 
more building apertures, provides a route for gas flow 
through a building surface, the vent having a base member 
mountable within the building surface, the base member 
comprising: 

a generally planar mounting flange on at least a 
portion of a perimeter of the base member for mounting 
the base member within the building surface, wherein when 
the base member is mounted wiLhiii L - hu building s ulfate, 

-9- 
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t-.hft mounting flang e • shaped to permit:, at least a portion 
of the mounting flange extends to extend between an 
internal building surface layer and one or more external 
building surface layers ; 

a vent aperture in fluid communication with the one 
or more building apertures when the base member is 
mounted within the building surface; and 

an outwardly projecting intermediate base flange 
which is spaced apart from the vent aperture, the 
intermediate base flange comprising a bottom drainage 
flange which projects outwardly and downwardly from 
beneath the vent aperture for conveying moisture on a 
surface thereof, wherein when the base member is mounted 
within the building surface and the portion of the. 
mounting flanae extends between the internal building 
surface layer and the on e or morR external building 
surface layers , an uuLeiuiOBl edge of the bottom drainage 
flange projects outwardly from th e mounting flange past 
an outermost one of the one or more external building 
surface layers . 



28. (Original) The vent of claim 27 wherein the intermediate 
base flange comprises a pair of outwardly projecting side 
portions which extend upwardly from above the bottom 
drainage flange on either side of the vent aperture. 

29. (Original) The vent of claim 28 wherein the intermediate 
base flange comprises an outwardly projecting upper 
portion located above the vent aperture which extends 
between the two side portions. 



30. (Original) The vent of claim 29 comprising a vent cover 
which is removably mount able to the base member when the 
base member is mounted within the building surface, the 
vent cover comprising a hood member which, when the vent 
cover is mounted on the base member, projects downwardly 
and outwardly from the base member for conveying moisture 
away from the vent aperture - 
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31. (Currently Amended) ¥ fae vent ul ulaim 3 0 A_vent f wftich 

together with one or more buildin g apertures, provides a, 
route for eras flow through a bui ld i ng sur face, the vent 
having a base member mount able within the building 
surface, the base member comprising^ 

a generally planar mounting flange on frt least a • 
portion of a perimeter of the b a se member for mounting 
rhP base member withi n the building aurface r wherein when 
Mne base member is m o unted within the building surface ^, 
a y l^at a portion of the mo unting flange extends between 
an internal building surface layer an d one or more 
external build j ug surface layers. 

a vent aperture in f l uid commnn-i nation with the one 
or more building a pertures when the base member is, 
mounted within the buildi ng mirface; 

an outwardly projecting interme diate base flange 
which is spaced apart from th e vent aperture, the 
intermediate base flange co mprising a frotfrom drainage 
flange which projects outwardly and downwardly from 
b eneath the vent aperture for conveying moisture on . a . 
gprface thereof, wherein when the base member is mounted 
within the building surface, a n outermost edge of the 
bottom drainage flange pr o jects outwardly past an 
outermost o n e of the one or more external building 
surface layers? and 

a vent cover which is remova bly mount able to the 
base member when the base member is mounted within the , 
building surface, the vent c over comprising a hood member 
which, when the vent cover is mounted o n -the base member, 
projects downwardly and outwardly from the base member 
for conveying moisture aw av from the vent aperture? 

wherein the intermediate base flange comprises a pair o£ 
outwardly projecting sid e portions which extend upwardly 
from above the bott om drainage flange on either sifle of 
the vent aperture ; and 

wherein the intermediate base flange comprises an 
outwardly projecting upper port i on located above the vent 
aperture which extends be tween the two side portions 



- 11 - 
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wherein, when the vent cover is mounted to the base 
member, an upper surface of the hood member fits under 
the upper portion of the intermediate base flange. 



(Original) The vent of claim 2 9 wherein, when the base 
member is mounted within the building surface, the one < 
more external building surface layers abut against the 
side portions and the upper portion of the intermediate 
base flange- 



(Original) The vent of claim 27 wherein, when the base 
member is mounted within the building surface, the one or 
more external building surface layers abut against an 
undersurface of the bottom drainage flange. 



(Currently Amended) The vent erf ulaim 2 fr A vent, which 
t.ftgftther with one or more building apertures , provides a , 
route for q»« flow through a build ing surface, the vent, 
having a base member mn untable within the building 
surface, the base me mber comprising: 

a generally planar mounting flange on at leas t a 
portion of a perimeter of the base member for mounting 
hhP * *** member within the buildi n g surface, wherein when, 
the base member is mounted withi n the building surface, 
at least a portion of the mounting fla nge extends between 
an internal building surface la yer and o ne or more 
external build ing surface laversjL 

^ ypnt aperture in fluid communication with the? one 
or more building apertures w h en the base member is . 
mounted within th e building surface? and 

*n outwardly projecting i n termediate base flange 
which is gpaced apart fro m t he vent a p erture, the 
intermediate base flange comp r ising a bottom drainage 
flange which projects o utwardly and downwardly from 
beneath the vent aperture for c onveying moisture on a 
surf ace • thereof . wherein when the base member is mounted 
within the building surface, an oute rmost edge o£ the 
bottom drainage flange p rojects ou twardly past an 
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nnt-prmngt one of t h e one or more external building 
surface layers; 

wherein the intermed i ate base flange comprises a pair of 
r^itwa-rril y prniecting aide por tions which extend upwardly 
from above the bottom drainag e flame o n either side of . 
the vent aperture; and 

wherein the bottom drainage flange comprises, two side 
edges located on either side of the vent aperture and 
wherein the side portions of the intermediate base flange 
extend upwardly from above the bottom drainage flange at 
locations that are transversely closer to the vent 
aperture than the side edges of the bottom drainage 
flange . 



(Original) The vent of claim 34 wherein each side edge of 
the bottom drainage flange comprises a dam which projects 
upwardly from the side edge for preventing moisture 
received on an upper surface of the bottom drainage 
flange from travelling transversely past the side edges 
of the bottom drainage flange. 



36. (Original) The vent of claim 27 wherein the base member 
comprises an interior base flange, an inner portion of 
which projects inwardly into the one or more building 
apertures . 

37 - -41 . (Cancelled) 



42. (Currently Amended) A vent comprising: 

a base member having a vent aperture e xtending 
hPtween inward and outward sides of t he base member and a 
substantially planar mounting flange on at least a^ 
portion of its perimeter^, capabl e ul being j_e^civcd at 
l e^Rt a oor^jon of the mounting flange ext ending between 
layers of a building surface ai - id. a verrL ay ci Lure 
uAlendiny buLw<Len inward and uuLwaid sid^A ul Lhc base 
member f or- mounting the b a s e member w ithin the building 
surface : and 
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a vent cover removably coupleable to the outward 
side of the base member wh»n f.he portion of the mounting 
flanoo. extep^ hstwean the int ernal bu ilding surface 
1^ »nd the, aas or more external building surface 
layers , the vent cover comprising a hood member disposed, 
to shield the vent aperture. 

43. (Original) The vent of claim 42 wherein the base member 
comprises an outwardly projecting intermediate base 
flange which is spaced apart from the vent aperture, the 
intermediate base flange comprising a bottom drainage 
flange which projects outwardly and downwardly from 
beneath the vent aperture for conveying moisture on a 
surface thereof, wherein when the mounting flange is 
received between the layers of the building surface, an 
outermost edge of the bottom drainage flange projects 
outwardly past the outermost one of the one or more 
external building surface layers. 

44 (Original) The vent of claim 43 wherein the intermediate 
base flange comprises a pair of outwardly projecting side 
portions which extend upwardly from above the bottom 
drainage flange on either side of the vent aperture. 

45. (Original) The vent of claim 44 wherein the intermediate 
base flange comprises an outwardly projecting upper 
portion located above the vent aperture and extending 
between the two side portions of the intermediate base 
flange . 

46. (Original) The vent of claim 42 wherein the base member 
comprises an interior base flange, an inner portion of 
which projects inwardly from the inward side of the base 
member . 
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47. (Original) A method for installing a vent within a 

building surface to provide fluid communication through 
one or more building apertures in the building surface, 
the method comprising: 

mounting a base member to an internal building 
surface layer such that a vent aperture in the base 
member is in fluid communication with the one or more 
building apertures; 

after mounting the base member, installing one or 
more external building surface layers onto the internal 
building surface layer, such that the one or more 
external building surface layers overlap a portion of the 
base member; and 

after installing one or more external building 
surface layers, removably mounting a vent cover to the 
base member, the vent cover extending downwardly and 
outwardly from above the vent aperture to a location that 
is outside of the outermost one of the one or more 
external building surface layers. 
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